Family and Youth Involvement Minutes
January 13, 2010
9:30 am – 3:30 pm

GPSN

Attendee:
	Sue Smith, Chair
	Jacquette Quashie, Family Participant

	Dana McCrary, Family Liaison
	Laura Lucas, DBHDD

	Michelle Watkins, Family Advocate
	Carmen Coates, Family Advocate, Co-Chair

	Linda Allen, Family Advocate
	Jacquette Quashie, Family Participant

	Melissa Alford, Family Advocate, Co-Chair
	Kat Mahoney, DBHDD

	Ramona Deshield, DeKalb ARC
	Shawn Murphy, Family Advocate

	Charyl Durbin, CBAY
	Tammie Harrison, Family Advocate

	Stephanie McGruder, Family Advocate
	Elizabeth Lundrum, Guest


Absent:
	Raelene Noles, DBHDD
	MJ Violenes-Walker, Family Advocate

	Anine Picard, GRN
	Linda Henderson, DBHDD

	Michelle Bagby, Family Advocate
	Kisha Whitfield, Family  Participant

	Pierluigi Mancini, CEPTA
	Jessie Bates, OPB

	Cheri Villines, DeKalb DFCS
	Neil Kaltenecker, GA Substance Abuse

	Elaine DeCostanzo, 
	


Welcome
Sue Smith, Co-Chair of the Family & Youth Involvement, welcomed all to the meeting.  
Agenda

Sue went over the agenda of the meeting.

· Clear the Air

· Support and Check-in

· Review DFCS Preparation Questions

· F&YI Strategic Plan 4 Goals

· Upcoming Conferences
· Children’s Mental Health Week Activities

· Federation of Families Report

· Agenda Items/Dates for upcoming meetings

Review of the Meeting Minutes
Everyone reviewed and approved the meeting minutes from November 30, 2009. 
Clear the Air

Sue reminded the group that one of the most important goals of the KidsNet Georgia CASIG Grant project is to eliminate barriers in communication. She encouraged the group to bring creative input, suggestions and questions to the group. Together we can work it out.

Support and Check-In
The group welcomed Carmen Coates as the new Co-chair. Carmen will be chairing along with Sue Smith as a part of the Georgia KidsNet efforts to nurture and grow future leaders in advocacy. Carmen will take this new position February 1, 2010. 
Stephanie McGruder announced a current initiative that the Georgia Advocacy Office is undertaking.
 Restraint and Seclusion in Educational Settings 
The Georgia Advocacy Office is investigating abuse, neglect, and deaths on a daily basis and working with people with disabilities, family members, schools, advocates, and the state to end the most harmful practices. 

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) published a paper in January, 2009 reporting on the use of restraint and seclusion in educational settings.  NDRN collected information from Protection and Advocacy organizations around the country, including the Georgia Advocacy Office.  Many states have laws and regulations concerning the use of restraint and seclusion in educational settings.  Georgia currently does not have any such regulations.  The use of restraint and seclusion has led to psychological harm, physical harm, and even death. Click here to read the full report and to learn about the efforts of NDRN to advocate for national legislation around the use of restraint and seclusion in educational settings.  If you know of a student who is experiencing restraint and seclusion and would like to discuss the individual situation, please contact our Resource Advocacy Unit by calling 404.885.1234 or 800.527.2329 (both number are voice or TTY), via email at info@thegao.org, or writing to Georgia Advocacy Office, Resource Advocacy Unit, 150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave. NE, Suite 430, Decatur, GA  30030.

As a follow up to the Individualized Education Plan (IEP), presentation given by Melissa Alford at the November meeting, Melissa gave the group a more clear definition regarding Least Restricting Environment. (LRE)
As part of the U.S. Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the least restrictive environment is identified as one of the six principles that govern the education of students with disabilities. By law, schools are required to provide a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment for students who have disabilities.

"Least restrictive environment" means that a student who has a disability should have the opportunity to be educated with non-disabled peers, to the greatest extent possible. They should have access to the general education curriculum, extracurricular activities, or any other program that non-disabled peers would be able to access. The student should be provided with supplementary aids and services necessary to achieve educational goals if placed in a setting with non-disabled peers. Academically a resource room may be available within the school for specialized instruction, with typically no more than two hours per day of services for a student with learning disabilities.[1] Should the nature or severity of his or her disability prevent the student from achieving these goals in a regular education setting, then the student would be placed in a more restrictive environment, such as a special school or a hospital program. Generally, the less opportunity a student has to interact and learn with non-disabled peers, the more the placement is considered to be restricted.

To determine what an appropriate setting is for a student, a team will review the student’s needs and interests. The types of educational settings for students with disabilities will vary. With the differences in needs and interests among students with disabilities, there is no single definition of what an LRE will be for all students.
For more information on IEP please go to http://www.understandingspecialeducation.com  

The question was asked, if all children with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) receive a Special Education diploma or a General Education diploma?

· Under the Regents New Standards, all but the most severely disabled children are held to the same standards for graduation from high school. However, your child may still make use of all mandated special education services in order to meet these standards, and will be given the opportunity to receive an IEP diploma if, due to a disability, he or she cannot meet these standards
· Jacquette Quashie talked to the group about a project that she and Eric McGhee, from the Department of Education are working on, to bring more awareness to the resources available to families: McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act-McKinney-Vento is the primary piece of federal legislation dealing with the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness in U.S. public schools. It was reauthorized as Title X, Part C, of the No Child Left Behind Act in January 2002.

Review of Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS) Questions:
The group made final changes to the DFCS questions. Sue reminded the group as they prepare for the upcoming hosted meeting with DFCS; keep in mind that we speak as advocates who represent all families and not just our own personal stories. Both the families and DFCS need to work together to create better outcomes.
Strategic Plan: 4 Goals 
Laura reviewed the Family & Youth Involvement 4 Goals for the upcoming months. 

1. SOC Academy III, Lake Lanier - May 2010

2. Survey on Family Youth Involvement
3. Hosting of Conversational Meeting with Child Serving Agencies 

· DCFS – February 23. 2010
· DJJ – April 15, 2010
· DBHDD – June
· Public Health - August
4. Training (which falls under the Workforce Development Plan)
Upcoming Conferences

· GPSN – 2010 Mardi Gras Ball at the Fox Theatre February 16, 2010

· KidsNet Georgia System of Care Academy III – Lake Lanier May 10th – 12th 2010
· Georgetown Systems of Care – Washington D.C. http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/
Let’s get Talking – Legislative Training
The guest Speaker was Ellyn Jeager, Director Public Policy and Advocacy.
Ellyn spoke to the F&YI Group about effective strategies to Citizen Lobbying.
Key Information

New Speaker David Ralston, who is the 3rd most powerful person in state.
New Speaker Pro-tem is Jan Jones, who is the 4th most powerful person in state.
The Speakers are the ones who get to decide who will be the chairs.
Guiding Principles to Effective Citizen Lobbying                                                         
· Find out who’s your State Senator.

· Find out who’s your State Representative. WWW.LEGIS.STATE.GA.US
· Visit the Capital
· Look professional, but be comfortable (no jeans, heels or sneakers)
· Get to know both the Rep and the Speaker

· Be prepared to educate your legislator on your concerns
· Bring written information with facts about your topic (no more than one page)
· Invite your legislator to lunch
· Reintroduce yourself each time you meet them

· You should have a partner there with you, to discuss what you heard

· Build a rapport
· Be honest – you don’t have to know everything, but don’t lie
· Follow up with contact/thank you
· Don’t just sign name, make an effort to be memorable
· Always be persistent, but professional
· Advocate, to give voice
· A legislator can be anyone, plumber, electrician, etc.
· Never write a legislator off, never burn bridges.

SENATE

Mirrors the house, it is mandatory.  It is rare that the House and the Senate agree with each other.
Every bill goes through the same process

Has to be read in the Senate, then the House, then Governor
Children’s Mental Health Week Activities

Sue asked the group to give suggestions for activities around Children’s Mental Health Week.

Some of the suggestions were to:
· Go to schools and read to kids about Mental Health (Linda Allen)
· Go to Capital
· Interaction production for Kids in regards to Mental Health – Melissa Alford
**Please send any ideas for Mental Health Day to Sue & Laura**
Federation of Families Report - Melissa Alford 

· They learned a lot of new things

· Holly Robinson was there to advocate for Autism

· Little Miss Riding Hood production – Mental Health Tales   
· Great Networking/Information Sharing 

· Motivational

· Theresa King – Cuia County, Ohio had so many good ideas on family run organizations collecting data

Jacquette Quashie
· Sesame Street was great on giving out Mental Health Information

· Jacquette’s daughter turned 13 and was able to speak at the conference. Both her 14 year old son and her daughter have learned so much from these conferences.

·  Viva Box is awesome in working with the kids.
· Thankful for the opportunity to attend.

Mark your calendar Mental Health Day at the Capital March 4, 2010, F&YI will meet at GPSN at 8:00

· Be at the Capital from 8:00 am  – 1:00 pm

· Return to GPSN for meeting from 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
Agenda Items for the Next Meeting
· Mark Washington - 2 hour
· Madeline Griffin

· Invite DJJ Prep
· Regular items strategic plans, update

Next meeting will be February 23. 2010
GPSN

9:30 am – 3:30 pm
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