FAMILY & YOUTH INVOLMENT MINUTES
FEBRUARY 23, 2010

9:30 AM – 3:30 PM

GPSN

Attendees:

	Sue Smith, Co-Chair
	Dana McCrary, Family Liaison

	Linda Allen, Family Advocate
	Stephanie McGruder, Family Advocate

	Laura Lucas, DBHDD
	Kat Mahoney, DBHDD

	Raelene Noles, DBHDD
	Melissa Alford, Co-Chair

	Carmen Coates, Co-Chair
	Tammie Harrison, The ARC

	Michelle Watkins, Family Advocate
	Tammy Streeter, Family Advocate


Absent:

	Anine Picard, GRN
	Cheri Villines, DeKalb DFCS

	Elaine DeCostanzo, KidsNet Collaborative Chair
	Jacquette Quashie, Family Advocate

	Jessie Bates, OBP
	Judy Fitzgerald, GRN

	Linda Henderson, DBHDD, CBAY
	Michelle Bagby, Family Advocate

	MJ Violenes-Walker, Family Advocate
	Neil Kaltenecker, GA Substance Abuse

	Patti Solomon, DOE
	Pierluigi Mancini, CEPTA – Co-Chair

	Shawn Murphy, Advocate
	Ramona Deshield- Director ARC 


WELCOME 
Sue Smith, Co-Chair of the Family & Youth Involvement, welcomed all to the meeting.
F&YI STRATEGIC PLAN 4 GOALS
Laura Lucas, DBHDD CASIG Project Director gave an update on the Strategic Plan 4 goals.
· SOC Academy III, Lake Lanier - May  24-26, 2010
· Survey on Family Youth Involvement
· Hosting of Conversational Meeting with Child Serving Agencies

· DCFS – February 23. 2010
· DJJ – April 15, 2010
· DBHDD – June 2010

· Public Health – August 2010 Training

This will fall under the Workforce Development Plan
GUEST SPEAKER

Madeline Griffin, Parent Mentor Program of DeKalb shared a PowerPoint presentation called “Living in Holland”.  The presentation represented planning a trip to Holland, but ended up in Italy.  This is in relation to a parent having a child with a disability, when not prepared or expecting it. Madeline also shared her personal story of being the parent of a child with a disability, the successes and challenges. 

The Department of Education has several Parent Mentor offices located in the metro area (see attached list) that assist parents with navigating the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) Process, as well as Student Support Team (SST).  For further information please contact:
Madeline Griffin – Madeline_griffin@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
Parent Mentor

East Dekalb Campus

5839 Memorial Dr.
Stone Mountain, Ga. 30083

Phone: 678-676-1897

SUPPORT & ADVOCACY 
Carmen Coates, Co-chair of F&YI led this segment of the meeting and introduced a new set of principles for the group to use titled “Family to Family Support Group Principles”. This new tool allows everyone in the group the opportunity to have a voice and share information.
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVICES (DFCS) Prep
The group use this time to do a final review and prep for the meeting with the Department of Family & Children Services (DFCS).   
UPCOMING EVENTS & CONFERENCES

· Children’s Mental Health Day at the Capital – March 4, 2010

· $25 Lunch Fee – Please make sure to turn in your registration form to Sue Smith

· Children Mental Health Day - May 6, 2010

· System of Care Academy III – May 24-26, 2010

· Georgetown System of Care Training Institutes, Washington D.C.  July 14-8, 2010
 
http://gucchd.georgetown.edu/
IDEAS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK

Sue Smith asked the F&YI workgroup to give some suggestions for activities that they could do for the Children’s Mental Health Week.  Below are some of the suggestions.
· Go to schools and read to kids about Mental Health (Linda Allen)

· Go to Capital

· Interaction production for Kids in regards to Mental Health – Melissa Alford

· Mail letter with a green ribbon attached

· Do a Newsletter

· Host Luncheons

· National Statistics

· Shoot Video for Mental Health Week- Tammi Harrison, Dekalb Federation of Families
· Buy books for schools – Northwest SOC

Please email any ideas that you come up with for Mental Health Day to Sue Smith and Laura Lucas.
System of Care ACADEMY III

The System of Care Academy III Planning Committee asked the family workgroup to review the agenda for the upcoming conference and volunteer to partner with professionals as presenters.  
LET’S GET TALKING
We had two guest speakers from Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) to give us some background of the way DFCS works.  The workgroup had given them a list of questions that they wish to have answered.  Your will receive this information as a separate document as soon as it has been finalized.  The name and information on both speakers are below, please feel free email or call them if you have any questions.
Bobby D. Cagle, MSW

Director of Legislative and External Affairs

Division of Family and Children Services

Two Peachtree Street, NW Suite 19-394

Atlanta, GA  30303-3142

404-463-3580

bocagle@dhr.ga.gov
Kathy Herron, Deputy Director

Division of Family and Children Services

Phone: 404-463-0419

Two Peachtree Street, NW Suite 19-394

Atlanta, GA  30303-3142

404-463-3580

ksherren@dhr.state.ga.us
UPCOMMING MEETING AGENDA ITEMS
Children’s Mental Health Day at the Capital
Travis & Yomi Addictive Diseases Presentation
Department of Juvinile Justice Presentation
Next meeting will be March 4, 2010
8:00 am – 12:30 pm - Capital
1:30 pm – 4:00 pm - GPSN
